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Letters Is Going to Charlottesville Milan Writes to Griffith---- " Ringer" Defeats Cortez

JOE LETTERS
SEVERAL THINGS ARE ON THEIR WAY SOUTH THIS TIME OF YEAR TODAY'S SPORTORJAL

By LOUIS A. DOUGHER.

TO BE TAKEN

TO CAMP FOR

REAL TRYOUT

Former Mt. St. Mary's Outfielder

Will Accompany Regulars to

Charlottesville, Says Man-

ager Griffith.

Old Fox Denies That Me'rito

Acosta, Midget Gardener,

Will Hop to Feds Through

Failure to Land Job.

By LOUIS A. DOUGHER.

Joe Letters, the former Mt. St.
Mary's College outfielder, is to be
given a trial at Charlottesville by
Manager Griffith. He will accom-

pany the regulars on March 7 to
the training camp.

"I have forgotten to add Letters'
name to the list," explained the Old

Fox today, "but he's going down for
a trial, anyway. I watched him a
bit out at the ball" park last fall
when Dutch Schaefer brought him
back from Atlantic City and his
movements were favorable. I don't
know how he. hits or very much
about him in any way at all, but
there's somethinsr about him that
makes him look worth a. trial. Some-

times they fool you, you .know, and
I'm "taking no chances. Yes, hell go
to Charlottesville with the regulars."

Letters failed to make good in the
New York State League, probably
through inexperience. He caught on
with the Atlantic City semi-pr- o team
and was playing with that team wh-s-

Herman Schaefer, convalescent from a
light illness, was visiting the beach

resort. Schaefer liked his looks and
forwarded him to Washington.

The younc outfielder has one drnw-b&ek- -a

wealthy father. This may in-

terfere with the youngster's ambition,
poor boys who have to fight for their
living generally proving more success-
ful on the diamond than the other type.

Raymond Carvillp. 'Cutie" Morgan
has obtained a respite" of a few days.
Instead of beginning his weight reduc-
tion stunts tomorrow at Charlottes-
ville, the pudgy second basemin will
not go to the training camp until next
Sunday with the battery candidates.
Morgan Is pleased at this good luck and
Insists that he will enter the campaign
ia nerfect condition to show at his boat.
However, the Old Fox says that see-
ing Is believing, and so Ray will have
n week's additional "work before the
rest of the squad Joins the Charlottes-
ville colony.

Zeb Milan Is going to be here a day or
so before the regulars leave for the
training camp, bo he writes to Manager
Griffith, In his letter to the boss
Milan says that he is In good health and
hopes for a good year.

Unless he changes his mind, Walter
Johnson will arrive In Washington be-
fore this week Is out. He had planned
to get here before March 1. and, so far
as known, has not shifted the scheme.

According to dope from Cuba. Merlto
A costa may hop to the Feds. The
little fellow Is said to have been advised
by Manager Griffith to spend a year
with a minor lcagbe team, thus getting
In dally practice and fitting himself for
the big show. Armando Marsans is be-
lieved to have talked the midget Into
considering a Federal League offer.

"That's all bunk, plain bunk," replied
Manager Griffith today, when told of
the Cuban report. "Acosta has never
been told by me that a year in the
minors would help him. I want him
for my own ball club, and that's where
he Is going to remain. That tale from
Tuba is merely a dream. There's noth-
ing to It In the slightest."

Ramlro Sclglie, the Cuban inflelder
tipped off to flic Orlffmen. will receive
h trial with the Philadelphia Nationals
this spring

Doc Johnston, former Cleveland first
baseman, will be with the Pittsburgh
Pirates next summer, every club In
the American I.enguc having waived on
h's servlres. Johnston Is a craeklnr
good llelder. btft. hjs hitting Is neither
tlmelv nor hard, in now surroundings,
though, ho niny ninke good and All that
vacaniy left by Kitty Bransfleld some
years ago.

Buck Herzog fooled the Pittsburgh
Miort rpHI'os yesterday. While tnev

ere writing tales that Rebel Oakes,
tho leader, still had n chnnce
to sign up "Wee' Tommy Ixarh. Hor-7.o- c

sneaked Into town and grabbed the
veteran outfielder for the Cincinnati
Reds. I hn signed for but one
season with the Reds.

The Alhletlrs will have thirty.
rlavorx training at Jacksonville, Fla.,
th's sprlnir. Thirteen are rookies,
seven of whom are nllchers. Evident-
ly I'onnle Mnt'k nivalis to find succes-
sors to Bender, i'lank. and Coombs.

I'nlll -- otnethlng really happens In the
Frank Baker case. Connie Mack will
rontinuo to he kent mighty busy deny-fn- c

rumors He Is now out with a
statement that, nt least for two more
seasons, Baker w'll plnv with the Mack-me- n

or not nt nil. Baker's contract
has that long to run before dying, and
Connie avs be won't sell or trade him
for anything In the world.

Ray Caldwell nan shown un nt Hot
Sprlnits, Ark. Now let the European
var go on.

Thoueh not allowed to begin training
until Mnreh 1, fourteen rookies have
begun work nt Marlln Springs, Tex.
Because no baseballs or bats are yet
In camn. this work is not called "train-
ing." Maybe the National League will
have to Investigate the case and de- -

Just what "training" U.

PLANK ANNOUNCES

Great Southpaw Twirler Com-

pletes Romance by Marrying

at Ridgwood, N. J.

GETTYSBURG, Pa., Feb. 23. On the
eve of his departure for the training
camp .of the 8t 'Louis Federals, at
Havana, Eddie Plank, veteran pitcher
formerly with the Athletics, announced
his marriage tot Miss Anna C. Myers, of
New Oxford, on January 30.

The first Intimation of the wedding
outside the Immediate families was re-

ceived by his closest friends here Just
before he boarded the train today.

Mrs. Plank Joined her husband at New
Oxford and will accompany him to tho
training camp. Tho news of Plank's
marriage came as a complete surprlso
even to his most Immediate friends. Tho
pair were married at Ridgwood, N. J.,
and returned to their homes after a
brief wedding tour. The marriage is a
culmination of a romance that began
some years ago.

The nresent Mrs. Plank Is a daughter
of Mrs. Sarah Ellen Myers, of New Ox-
ford, and has been living with her moth
er. Eddie Plank haB been a frequent
visitor to the MyerB home during his va
cations after tne playing seasons and
has known his bride since her birth.
Before
friend:

he left town Eddie said to a

"Yes, I am married. I suppose you
will hear all about it tomorrow, but I
wanted to keep It a secret until I left
for spring training. Mrs. Plank will
meet me and go along South, where wo
train." Plank is forty and his brido
twenty-si- x years old. '

GEORGETOWN'S NINE

PRACTICES

Haggerty Looks Like Big Find

for Hilltoppers as He Twirls

Four
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Innings.

"Georgetown's baseball squad will

have outdoor practice ever afternoon so

long as the weather Is favorable and
the ground firm enough." announced
Charles R. Cox, Kraduate manager of
the Blue and Gray, today. In explaining
the Initial outdoor practice game of
yesterday, which the varsity won. 3 to
0. in four innings. "We need all the
batting practice possible, and expect
to be in fine shape by the time our
season opens."

In the first practice game of the sea-

son the varsity imcorked u coming
nltchln nhcnoin In Haggerty. a big
right-hande- r. So long us ho decorutcd
the mound, the scrubs could not get a
blngle. When Harahan took up the
lob, though, the scrubs pot busy. Hag-
gerty has great speed, and Is said to
have a commendable curve us well,
though Coach O'Reilly would not let
him use It yesterday.

The varsity was represented by the
fnilnwln. men: Left field. Shugrue:
center field. Calnan. Joyce; right field,
I.andreau; first base, Gass. Cavanaugh;
second base, Cronln, Gass; shortstop,
Pauxtls, Donovan: third base. Ousack,
Devlin: catchers, Whlttakcr. Breslln.

Newark Feds Go in
Training on March 1

NEW YORK, Feb. 23. The Newark
Feds will report to Manager George
Stovall at Marshall. Tex., for spring
training about March 1. This was the
announcement of Pat Powers, one of
the owners, today, and tne nrst inti-
mation that all details surround'ng the
transter of the franchise weie complete.

Moore Is Winner.
PHILADELPHIA. Feb. 23.-V- illle

Moore, local lightweight, defeated Fred- -
dy Yeile, or uoston. in the main go at
the Olympla last night.
alx rounds.

Ferguson, Battling For
Langdon, Bests Cortez
Masquerader, However, Puts Up Fast Exhibition of

Fistic Game and Spectators Get Their Money's
Worth at Ardmore Ringside.

By LOUIS A. DOUGHER.

Masquerading under the name of
Tommy Langdon, the Philadelphia
lightweight, Danny Ferguson, also of
the Quaker city, was given a decis-

ion over Andy Cortez, of New York,
before a fair-sire- d crowd at the Ard-

more Club yesterday afternoon.
Though the contest was fast, spec-

tacular and bristling with hard hit-

ting, the fans all thought that Tom-

my Langdon had been awarded the
victory. Indeed, only a few were
tipped off that a "ringer" had been
foisted on the club members, and
then, too, not until the battle was
two-thir- over.

Upon hearing of the deception,
Referee Patrick F. O'Connor imme-

diately declared all bets off. It is
not known just how much was wag--

ereu on wie perlenced manager Al McMurrav
town week that some connected

cbin had been placed on the boxers.
To protect Cortez backers, there-
fore, O'Connor declared all wagers
off.

Though It was Danny Ferguson and
not Tommy Langdon who battled Andy
Cortez, the fans saw one of the best
bouts ever staged at Ardmore. Indeed,
It is problematical If Iangdon could
have done as well against the sturdy
little New Yorker as Ferguson did.
During the last three rounds the crowd
was on their feet and howling their
heads off, as the two principals bat-
tled around the ring, clinching and
slugging, and then clinching again.

Somewhere aiong 'n the tenth round
It was rumored around the ringside
that "SI" Howard, and not Langdon
was boxing Cortez. However, this
rumor did not travel fast, and when
the battle ended, with the Phlladol-phla- n

declared victor, most of the
throng went back to the cars thinking
Langdon had won.

As soon as the crowd had cleared out
management undertook to find out

the truth of the rumor concerning
"Langdon's" identity. At last. Elmar
Wilson, manager of the real Langdon,
admitted that his boy had not appeared.

"Langdon was badly beaten up oy
Benny Leonard in Philadelphia last
Tuesday," Wilson explained. "I my-
self went over to Philadelphia to see
him. He hud had three stitches taken
In his lip and was In no condition to
train. had R0 posted for Langdon's
appearance and that he should make
133 pounds, aian waiu kjbg my
money, so arranged through Jim
Feenoy to get Ferguson tor me from
Hazleton, I'a. Ferguson came down
hero and worked out at Bennlng track,
welRhlng In at just 133 pounds. can
understand how It leaked out. Al Mc
Murrav, manager of Cortez. didn't rec-- ;
ognize F;rguson. and no one in r-tez's

corner, either, knew that It wasn
Langdon In the ring."

"The Ardmore Club management was
fooled by this man, Elmer Wilson, Just
as much as anybody else." says E.
Uuvrence Phillips, manager ot the
club. "When Introduced tho boxers.

reallv supposed it was Langdon box-
ing Cortez. Had known better,
would have mnde an announce-
ment for tho protection of the back-
ers of Cortez. am sorry that the
club members were kept In Ignorance
of the Identity of Ferguson, but none
of us knew any more about him. Even
the veteran, McMurray. didn't recog-
nize Ferguson. We took the word of
Wilson that Langdon would appear.
The tans seemed to enjo bout,
which was test and full of hard hit-

ting, nnd aside from deception as
to the appearance itngion, every-
body was satisfied."

"I have declared all bets off." Is the
announcement of Referee P. F. O'Con
nor. "In Justice to those wno might

The bout went have backed Cortex. did not know the

son, and when gave the decision to
Ferguson. I thought him Longdon,
havlnr never seen him. However, it was
a good bout, and the club members got
their money's worth."

It is most unfortunate for the Ard-
more Club that such a trick was play-
ed upon the fans of the Capital by
Langdon's manager. Recent events
have succeeded In getting the club in
very bad odor around city, and this
last "flivver" Is likely to kill whatever
Interest had remained. Unless every-
thing Is above board, the boxing game
cannot continue, here or anywhere else.
The club members would have been
entirely satisfied, had the anouncc-men- t

been made from the ring that
Langdon was unable to appear, and
that Ferguson had been substituted.
Ferguson Is by no means an obscure
performer, appearing frequently In
Philadelphia rings and showing In many
Pennsylvania and Ohio rings. His worK
Is known. He had never before appear-
ed In Washington, and. as It happened,
no one connected with tho Ardmoro Club
had ever seen him. When such an ex- -
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more than twenty years, failed to note
the substitution of Fenruson for Lane- -
don, the Ardmore Club has some ex- - i

cuse lor neing tooled, too.
However, the moment the club dls- -

covered that Langdon was not In the
ring, or even heard the rumor of de-
ception, steps should have been taken
to prove It. Then, with the whole ctory
coming out, as It did after the bout, an-
nouncement from the ring should have
been made immediately after tho con-
test ended. Elmer Wilson did not hesi-
tate very long about telling the truth
of the matter when approached as soon
as the decision had been made. He
might have done so earlier In the after-
noon, perhaps just as soon as the ru-
mor began running around the ring-
side. If error Is to be charged to the
club. It must be that Immediate investi-
gation was not made and that the an-
nouncement of the truth was not mudo
as soon as possible tothe club managci
who wero allowed to leave the club-
house In Ignorance of the fact that they
had not seen Langdon, but Ferguson.

As for the battle Itself, It was great.
Referee O'Connor awarded tho decision
to Ferguson probably largely on his
work In the last few rounds. The writer
Is of the belief that the victory Bhould
have gone to Cortez. The New York-
er's aggressiveness earned him the edge
in almost every session. Ferguson ex-

celled in ducking and dodging, making
Cortez miss many hard blows Intended
to end affairs. The Phlladelphlan also
took a lot of blows on his elbows and
the middle of his broad back. After
the contest Ferguson was pink all over
from tho wallops of Cortez.

Th Hrst nve rounds were fairly even.
Ferguson showing surprising ability
duck swings Intended for h'.s end. The
New Yorker's hard blows to the bod
entitled him to four of the next live
rounds, the sixth going to Ferguson by
a shade on his clever use of an upper-- 1

cut and right cross.
Beginning with the eleventh, when

"Langdon" was supposed to weakei.
under the strain, Cortez began a pile-drivi-

attack, hammering his man
from one corner of the ring to another,
ever on top of him, and baffling him
with left and right swings to the body.
Many of these failed to land, though
Ferguson keeping h'.s elbows In the wa ,

or ducking to take them on the shout-- ,
der or back. i

Nevertheless, until the final round ,

Cortez was leading In every session,
and tho crowd went wild with tho fast
work of both boys. Once Ferguso
stopped a vicious swing with his stom-
ach, and seemed In a bad way tempo-
rarily. Had Cortez been able to keep
out of clinches right then, he. might
have stopped his opponent. However,
he failed to do this, and Ferguson elec-
trified the crowd by his fine work in
the fifteenth round.

The Philadelphia's hard, straight
punches had Cortez wobbling from rope
to rope throughout tne tinai round,

uncorked a pretty uppercut that
stopped absolutely tho wild rushes of
the lloboken battler. Once it seemed
as if Ferguson would stop his muu, but
the latter's strength was sufficient to
keep him going. The crowd was cheer
ing arm yelling at inn top or meir voices

liference between Langdon and Ftrgu- - ivnen tne battle ended. After a illfht

delay to glance at his card. Referee
O'Connor raised Ferguson's hand In
token of victory.

Vmi nKAllmlnu rlna were seen. Kid

CHRISTMAS

Indian Head. These

the It
cither

and
Sperry stopped Pat Moran, a ' round, but lacked the puncn to
boxer, in the second round, the latter i him. Again In the sixth it seemed
bein;; too to go on. as If Sparks would have to go to sleep.

Chinn "flopped" In the round , again he was saved by the wcaK-o- f
his bout with Nick Nonson, another ness of Howard. Howard earned the

colored lightweight. Wrestled to tho ' given Mm.
floor. Chlnn hopped to his feet t
realize the floor was calm and
quiet. So, faking a blow on the Jaw, ho

right back there again and agon-
ized, to the loud laughter of the fans.

Young Gcojge Chaney. the Baltimore
slugger, made short work of Young
Fcency, of Philadelphia. In the very
first round a stiff uppercut all but fin-
ished Feency, who took the count wise-
ly. He weathered the second round In
good style, displaying a pretty jab that
had Chancy's nose in trouble. But in
the Feeney ran Into a sweeping

and went down and out.
The prettiest preliminary was the six-rou-

battle between Silent Howard, of
Kendall Grcn, and Danny Sparks, of

I
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v',

Md. two middle-weigh- ts

swung and banged their way
around ting until seemed Impos-
sible for to ccitlnue. Howard
had Sparks weak woDonng mine

green third
stop

weak
Kid third But

decision
only

that
slid

third

ii.,, tnf thn eeontlon regarding the
identity of Ferguson, yesterday s show
might have been called the best

exhibition staged at Ardmore in
many weeks.

Ad's Arm Is Sound.
NEW YORK, Fob. 23.

Wolgast's brittle right arm Is
sound as a dollar. The management
of Madison Square Garden where Ad
Is to box Leach Cross ten rounds Fri-
day night, so announced today after
having a physician examine the
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Deceiving the public is always a bad business and whoever is tt
blame for the fiasco at Ardmore yesterday has an explanation coming;.
In one sense, the public should be satisfied with the stirring clash be
tween Andy Cortez and Danny Ferguson. It was, undoubtedly, a good
bout, probably better because Langdon was not in the ring. But that doei
not excuse the hoodwinking of the club members into believing that thej
were looking at Langdon when in reality, they were watching a bettei ,Jt
boy, Danny Ferguson. '

It is probable that, had Ferguson proven a 'lemon,' the boxing garni
would have been all over at Ardmore. No explanation from the clut
would have satisfied the fans. They would have considered themselvei
bunked, and would have sworn off for evermore.

What should have been done, when Manager Wilson found out that Lang-
don was unable to appear at Ardmore. was to have so notified the club,
offering to obtain a substitute to so under the arrangements made for Lang-
don. There would have been no complaint on the part of the club. There- - )
fore, In the first Instance, Manager Wilson Is culpable.

In the second place, when the club promoters heard the rumors arouni
the rlnr that Langdon was .not In the ring, they should have probed It. The
should have done their best to, learn the real Identity of Cortez'a opponent
and then make all the facts known to the club members lust as soon as pos-
sible. There would have been no complaint from the members then, as thej
had seen an excellent boxing exhibition, not a Joke contest..

One thing Is certain, however, never again will Manager Wilson be abb
to bring any boxer to Washington. It was In his power to have kept faltl
with the public and the Ardmore Club. He failed to do It. Therefore
neither Tommy Langdon nor Danny Ferguson should be allowed to appeal
here In any future bout. Neither should Wilson be allowed to match any bo1
for a bout here. All three are done.

Perhaps you recall reading In these columns not long ago a deep convlc
tlon that Johnson and Wiilard would not meet on March 6, If they ever raee
at all. Well, It's coming true. The champion is at Havana, expressing feai .

that he may be Incarcerated If ho enters Mexico. He asks that the bout b
postponed a week. Yes, It has been postponed "for a week.'1 What's your b
that they ever meet?

In giving Joe Letters a chance a Charlottesville. Manager Griffith Is work
In on a hunch that the youngster may cbme through. The boy was with At
lantlc City last summer when picked up by Herman Schaeffer, and he wasn'1
setting the Atlantic afire, either. He Just happened to look good to tin
Teuton. So he grabbed the boy. Letters worked out In practice often enougl
for Griff to take a liking to his movements. If the boy makes good, it wll
at once be a tribute to Schaefer's wisdom and tho knowledge possessed b;
the Old Fox, who scorns records and wants to watch the youngsters In action

DAN HEALY TAKES

P OURTH I N BIG RUN

Carroll Captain Upholds Repu-

tation of Capital at Cross-

country Game.

Dan Healy, captain of the Carroll In-

stitute cross county team, Is back from
New York today, having more than up-

held the honors of Washington In the
Bronx Church House annual five-mi- le

run Healy gained fourth place In a
Held of M8 starters.

The New York men were liberal with
handicaps, and Healv received a start
of three minutes forty-fiv- e seconds on
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apd you will why you
so long and your tongue up and

every time you your pipe
into your

store that tobacco can you Prince Albert
in the tidy red tin, 10c; red bag, Sc; and

tin and that dandy P. A. pound crystal-glas- s

humidor not keeps your perfect
but is a of beauty and a joy forever,
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the scratch man. The race was. won bj
O. Joncson. who had four minuter
start. Nick Glanankopolus, who finish
cd in the forty-sevent- h position, woi
the time prize.

Earlc Bloomer, another Carroll Instl
tute runner, was acroa
th line. Bloomer was the only othe
Washington runner to finish in tlv
first fifty. The Carroll team was tentl
in a field where eleven V:lubs compete
for the honor.

Peck Chapel Takes
As Does McKendree '

Peck Chapel seems to be making :

runaway race of it in the Sunda.
School basketball circuit, and toda;

another win to Its string. Th
Christ Lutheran Church team was de
fcated by the fast going Peck player
by a score of 2S to 20.

In the second part of the double Ml
McKendree handed the Eastern Preibyterlan lads a defeat by a score o
19 to 15. The (tame was closely contest '
cd. Getchell's foul shooting paving tbway for the win.

P. A. Takes the
Razoo of
the Jimmy
The one reason why
P. A. has so

tried and trusty friends
is because it's gosh--

tasty peace
ful on tongue. You can

smoke packed in your
home-mad- e ciga-

rette just fast nd hard as
want to, from . time

sun peeps out till th little stars
twinkle, and there's a trace
of a bite sting,

Fringe Albert
the national joy smoke

is made stingless by patented
controlled exclusively by

pipe, cigarette this fragrant,
satisfying tobacco wonder
held out let curl
crack took old jimmy

confidence.
Any sells supply with

toppy pound half-poun-d

humidors
which only supply in condition,

thing
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